Murraya koenigii, family Rutaceae, commonly known as Curry leaf plant is a highly valued plant for its medicinal value and characteristic aroma. The plant is a rich source of carbazole alkaloids. The Phytochemical screening showed the presence of carbohydrates, alkaloids, steroids and flavonoids in the root extracts of the plant. The study shows that all the extracts possess remarkable antibacterial activity. Additionally, petroleum ether and chloroform extracts also had antifungal activity.
Medicinally, these leaves found use in diarrhea, dysentery and to prevent vomiting. The Leaves and fruits are also a source of an essential oil which finds use as a fixative for heavy type of soap perfume. Leaves, root and bark are tonic, stomachic and carminative. Juice of roots provides relief from renal pain (8) . Previous phytochemical investigations on this plant revealed the presence of carbazole alkaloids (3, 6, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16) and coumarins (2) . The present study is aimed at preliminary phytochemical screening of the root extracts of Murraya koenigii and evaluation of the same for potential antimicrobial activity. Stock cultures were maintained on nutrient agar slants at 4°C
MATERIALS
and sub cultured in nutrient broth at 37°C prior to each antimicrobial test.
Evaluation of antimicrobial activity
All the experimentation was done in aseptic area under laminar air-flow cabinet. Modified agar diffusion method ( 7) was adopted for this study. 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The extractive values for petroleum ether, chloroform, ethyl acetate and ethanol extracts was found to be 4.03%, 1.31%, 0.59% and 9.4% respectively. The results of the phytochemical screening (Table 1) coli to be the most resistant microorganism of all microbes and a still higher concentration is required. Also, ethyl acetate and ethanolic extracts showed antibacterial activity but lacks any antifungal activity. These results shows that the root extract (chloroform, Petroleum ether) can be used to formulate antimicrobial compositions. However, further investigation with purified fractions is required to predict the exact mechanism of action.
